| mly 'Reco"llectlons of Milton and Santa Rosa County

' By Wiley J. Williams, Sr.

My earliest recollection of
was about 65 or 70 vears ago. There
was a poulation of about 5 or 6 hun-
dred persons, with only a few sma’l
stores. The business at that timo
was done mostly In Florida Town. but
Iater as it was thought Florida Town
was sickly, and the result was Mil-
ton began to grow and the other go
down. At that time
taken a name, was referred to as
“Seratch Ankle,” “Hard Scrabble.” and
other hard names.

I think Milton derived its name from
old Dr. Amos. His name was Milton
Ames. and he was the great grand-
father of our present state auditor,
Emest Amos.

There was no cotton raised in the
colinty at that time, but a great deal
shipped from here, which was ralsed
in Alabama, hailed here from Sparta,
Geneva, Evergreen, and Andalusia.
By the way., Andalusia at that time
was called Montezuma,

There were a great many ocattle

mised and soid in the county. Twe
of the largest stock owners were
Elijah Gaylor and Benjamin Cobb.
They would let one pick their stock
of large stesrs for $10.00 a head.
Thase steers would weigh from 500
to 700 pounds each.
. A hunt:r could go in the woods anyv
day and kill a deer or turkey, but
wa don't find them now. We also had
wolves, bear, panthers, and wild cats
to depredates on stock, but since then
the large stocks have passed away.

The stock men are now mostly giv-
mmg thelr attention to sheep raising in-
stead of cattle, which is more profit-
able, as the sheep can go through
the winters living on the grass, while
cattle can not do so well,

We did mnot know the wvalue of our
lands until the farmers began to move
down here from Alabama and Geor-

gla and show us how our lands would

preduce, and show the fertility of our
soils.

Mary Esther on the Narrows

I should not forget tn mention the
improvements of our little town on
the Narrows, '"Mary Esther.”

When I first knew M, In about 1875
there were only a few families there
then, among them my oid friend, John
Newton.

. He mgved there from Walton county,
budit h a niee, comfortable home,
and also a school building, but not a
“puncheon floor.” etc. He taught school
there many years, and he used his
school building for presching on Sun-
day. He had an appointment also out
in the country, aix or eight miles out,
where he would walk once a month,

s he, “the girls came
ds with me &nd they
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Inoked like they had not combed their
hair nor bathed in a great while;
they retired, and after thev straight-
ened their hair and changed thelr
attirse they returned and I actually
ghook hands with them again.”

"Well," sald he, “I did that much
good: Lad them .to wash their face
and hands.”

He told me of one cf his students
that he thought he had rtaught him
as best he could: but said he came to
see him, and he asked the Young man
how he was: he said, "I am well ex-
cept T “taken™ a cold the other day
from gelting my feet wet.” |

I always enjoved being with the old
man.

He was so good. and I felt better
and wiser after being with him. He
was a good friend of mine.

Fie: had only a few neighbors at
that time, the Roger's, Pryor's, Capt,
Ward, O. E. Weekly, Tom Brooks, W.
A. Watson, Mrs. Condon, Capt. Green,
those were on the bay, and then out In
the back woads were the Davis's and
Oglesby's, and a few others, and now
‘the woods are linad with settlers,

The turpentine men have taken up
nearly all that country, and the heach
is lined with hotels, stores and =some
saw mills,

Qivil War Times.

I will now mention something of
Civil war times. :

1 was appointed by the Confederate
Eovernment as tax collector for Es-
cambia and Santa Rosa counties, and
C. W. Jones, futher of J. B. Jones,
the present city attorney of Pensacoia.

was appointed tax assessor.
¥We were together over both coun-

tles as near as we dared to go to
Pensacola and Milton. Mr. Jones lived
then at Bluff Springs, and we had to
take one-tenth of every one's income
or ome-tenth of all corn. syrup, pota-
toes, bacon, and wool, to be sent to
the soldlers in camps.

But we were allowaed to commita
it to money, which was done.

I thought Charley a funny fellow—

when we would be riding along the
road, he would strike off and galop
his horse for a mile and leave me. I|
then would have to cateh up with)
him. and then we would poke along
slowly until he would take another
flurry.
Other Facts of Interest.

One of our progressive men at that
time was Willlam Mitchell, who bdauailt
a mill near the head of Clear creek.

It was one of the old upright saws,
cutting about 2,000 feet per day, He
hanled it to Milton, about eighi miles,
and got from $8.00 to $§10.00 per thou-
sand feet. He owned some slaves andi
alsc a farom and raised stock: both
caitie and sheep—and made money., He |
also returned to hiz mlll, after the
war. The lumber that he sold then !’m-‘F
£10.00 would now demand twice that
amount. I

We had winter schools, lasting three
or four months, tuitton from $1.50 to|

| $2.00 per month.

i

There were no public schools then. |

Now we have public schools every- |

where, lasting from six to elght

months in the year, ard our school

buildings are built by the school
board, from the people's taxes.

The court house that was used be-
fcre the present one was built, was
a wooden structure and stood about
where the public scheool building now
s'ands, just across the sireet from the
MeWhorter residence, and the fail was
about whera Mr. Laird’s is now. The
Jail was also a wooden building.

This was Escambia county and ter-
ritory of Florida.

It was admitted as o state 1 think,
in March., 1845, and near the same
time Santa TRoza county was maie
by taking all of Escambia east of
Escambia river, and a small portion
of Walton county, west of Yellow
river.

At that time the lands were very
low-—from one dollar to ene dollar and
twenty-five cents was a fair price,
Now the same lands are worth from
$5.00 to $12.00,

Chariey Jones was afterwards elected
to the United States senate.

When the Yankees made their raid
from Pensacola to Flomaton and Pol-
lard. as theyv passed Bluff Springs the
river was very high with oniy a few
highest ridges above the water, in the
swamp.

The citizens of Bluff Springs sev-
eral of the Salters' and Jones' and
other families hearing the rald was
coming. all made for the swamp to
get out of their path.

The Yankees burned houses as they

passed, and burned Jones's house with
everything in it

Capt. J. R. Mims, from Mlilton, was
in command of & company of state
troops, and only a few days before
were attached to Clanton's cavalry
near Bluff Springs, but after the raid
rassed., thers were hardly two men to
be gotten together: they had to make
their horses fiy and were scattered to
the four winds,

Mr. Mims found those famiHes n
the swamp next day, and he told me
how Jones was taking it- He said to
him: “Mims, do yvou know if I were
going to preach today, what would be
my text? I would use this Seriptuge,
*Choose vou this day, whom you will
seﬂ'e'.‘"

But he was a brilliant character .

"UNGLE WILEY”
INSANTA ROSA
EIGHTY YEARS

ONE OF THE COUNTY'S PROMI-
NENT PIONEERS, HE STILL
KEEPS AN ACTIVE EYE ON THE
DOINGS OF THE “YOUNG FEL-
FELLOWS" IN MILTON,

One of the best known residents
of Milton and Santa Rosa county, is
Uncle Wiley J. Williams, 8r., who is
eighty-three yvears old., and who has
lived eighty years In Santa Rosa.
was tax collector for the county in
the tryving years of '63 and '64, and
from 1874 to 1888, his term of
service consisting f 24 consecutive

years.

He has alwavs stood for the moral
interests and advancement of his
ecounty, and will with some
pride thal he has been “seventy years
& Methodist,” and has
cially in the church most of that time.

“Uncle Wiley" is known and loved
by evervone in Santa Rusa county, and
is an energetic bhooster for
tion of West Florida.

He takes the keenest
matiers aof lmportance to
munity, and is thoroughly
with eévervthing which he
worth whiie.

He {3 a man whose Ilife "history
should be & lesson to all who have
the real pleasurs of meeting him, for
his is a record of fine, clean., pro-
gressive manhood throughout a long
and useful life, which sees its shadows
brighten =smong the scenes
“UUncle Wiley” loves hest, and among
those who, appreciating him fully,
hold him in reverance due.
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F.E. DEY’S

Jewelry Store

Milton, Florida

A complete, modern and up-to-date line of

Watches, Clocks,

Jewelry, Silverware

and Cut Glass

Headguarters for

Birthday, Wedding
or Holiday Gifts

Practical Watch and Jewelry Repairing

I keep a full line of Glasses for both old and young, and
my" past 40 years experience in fitting glasses
insures satisfaction.
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A HINE LITTLE
MILLING TOWN

IS ONLY FOUR YEARS OLD, BUT
HAS GROWN RAPIDLY AND DE-
VELOPED REMARKABLY DUR-
ING THAT PERIOD.

about four years
age, yet it has achieved a goodly
growth in that short period. The
tewn is named for the man who found-
ed it; but after the sawmill with
all its acce=sions were established and

Pace is only

and property apper-
to Mr. Martin Lynd-

leased his mik
taining thereto,
say of Mobile,

Pace i3 situated In a level pine
country in the western portion of
Santa Rosa county about a mile and
{ & haif north of Florida Town, which
| place is its port of entry so to speak.
| It is seven mliles west of Milton to
lv:hich vlace there is a first-class hard
road leading, Indeed, the roads
[1'unning into Pace trafilc
over them is easy at all
i The population of Pace embraces
( about 600 the male adults of
| whieh number, are nearly all empioyes
of the mill company. The houses
built for the employes are of a much
| better class than those generally
| erected by mill owners for operatives.
The streets and back lots of residences
are clean and well-kept and the town
generally presents an appearance of
neatness and freshness so pleasing as
to deserve mention.

Extensive Milling Interests.

The operations of the mill,
are quite extensive, of course
| absorbing Interest of tho town.
| mill itself normally employs about 200
| hangs in a’'l ita departments and the
| lumber turned out is extenslve.
| Thue company In its operations,
the management of
| ning Into the Interior dis-
tance of 25 mfiles about miles
from Pollard on the M. and M. division
of the L. and N. system. Through
| this medium the mill is supplied with
most of its lozs It
the territory through wliich
passes, has enough pine timber
! suprly the Pace mill with logs for
period of 12 or 15 years.

The is quite a large
Keepingz of general
dise, which is s0ld at reascnable®
ures and which enlists the services
of four clerks.

The environment of Pace as regards
bhyvgienie conditions,’ that little
or no malaria exists; consequently the
Eealth of the cormmunity xcellent,
and of tself attr to t-
tlers The water andd
| cured at comparativelv :

Truck Farming Possibilities.

The soll &f the I i jacent
Pace | very easily needs
no drainage, and Is
culture of the various
| etables taised in this section.
much farming s carried on in
localit vat this time; but p
fast finding out
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MILTON HAS
FOUR CHURCHES

|
l

THE METHODIST, PRESBYTERIAN,

REPRE-
ROSA'S

! NOMINATIONS ARE
SENTED AT SANTA
THRIVING CENTER.

There are four churches in
iaJ‘l well 5!_1,:,“;)_;-_:-'..!-.! and '.\:Z_“J
| Ing congregations, being the
dist, Presbyterian, Baptist, and
copal churches, each pleasantly
| cated and prosperous enouzh in
lpeamnce. The Rav, Mr. J. C.
son is pastor of the Methodi
| and recognized far and w
| his commendable efforts
EMEthodlsr." Dr. Humph
over the destinues ers
the Presbytlerian flock., the Rev., Mr, C.
E. McDowrgall is pastor at the Epis-
copal church, and the Rev. J. B.
Rogers has charge of the Baptist
church.

These gentlemen
| all earnest workers
which they represent,
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policeman.

fort to me to

“T do,” replied the

“It would be a great
see a crowd of s marching
ap and guietly voting instead of mak
ing unkind remarks and throwing dy

namite."—Washington Star.

{ “Doe Tou favor
I

suffrag

Deservedly Remorseful.

| “I'm sorry I ever married you!"

shrieked the bride, on the cccasion of

their first quarrel.

“You ought to be!"re

groom, really angry and

first time. “You beat some nice girl
3 good husband.”"—Cleveland

s .

Hard to Please.
Grocer—What was that woman com-
plaining about?
Clerk—The long wait, =i
| Grocer—And only yesterdsasy
+ kicking about the short weight
}r:.‘ﬁ:i please some people.—Exchange
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2 “Santa Rosa

the Beautiful” .2

By L. Ross Bass, Holley, Fla J

Santa Rosa ocounty, heing the second
county from west to east (but first,
however, in beauty and resources) lles
alongside of Escambia river from
Alabama south to th “Base Line™
then alengz Escambia to “Carcon
point.” back wup “Blackwater bay"”
| Milton, then down the east side to
!rhe famous "“Escambia point” where
Elackwater intersects “East bay,”
i thence across to the “eastern shore,”
| and down the peninsula to “Town
| point,” then extends eastward along
Santa Rosa Sound to Choctawhatchee
bay and Walton county, by which it
| 1= bounded on the east.

t s bounded on the north by Cov-
ington and Escambia counties,«in Als-
bama.

Santa Rosa county also includes the
beautiful Santa Rosa Island, although
this is a military reservation.

Milton. the county seat. s situated
at the head of the beautiful
water bay, has a population of about
| 2,000, and fh on the P. & A division
of the L. & N. Rallroad, also the new
Florida & Alabama Ra‘iiroad

It i8 connected with Pensacola by
railroad, and also by a steamship line,
having two daily boats, the steamer,
City of Tampa. and the Jaunch,
Halmar.

Milton

&

bay

has the finest of pure water,
excellent educational resources, is sur-
rounded by a fine agricultural region,
and Santa Rosa is proud of her as our
little capital city
yOou travel over a
pass some of
the state.
Tailroad,

will
and
farms in
Alabama

ild hard road
beautiful

Florida &
recently built, <raverses the
from Bagdad through the
district, up Blackwater river
camp 3, end of
present, thousgh is being rapidly
| pushed Andalusia, where It will
connect with the Georgia Central, thus
giving excellent shipping facllities for
all Santa Rosa.

Four miles northeast of Milton one
will see beautiful country homes
lof J. A. Commissioner Oll-
Jernigan. beautiful
homes.

Still
waler
Alabams construted ons of the
most beautiful trestles én the line. This
plece of workmanship is about a
quarter
height of 21 feet above ground.
Over the main stream s a massive
steel bridge, and the entire trestle Is
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farther up, one reaches Cold-

creealk,
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over which the Florida & |

mile in lensth, with an aver- |

| & very picturesque sight. as it }
| towers above the swamp
| 8Still farther up. ahout 13 mi

Milton, the road crosses th -
erts mill pond on a
then fallows Sweetwater creek
Rock, which Mr. L. A, Free
siened to be a little He alread
has it laid out In lots,
| iIng very cheap.

Forther up on the
| Lamber Company are
pentine stills, and ship
in immenses tank cars There are
prosperous farmers located alon
line. and it is destined to become the
leading section of West Florida

East Bay.

I will now touch a few of tht«
| interesting points of East bay.
| This pretty strip of water lies esas?
ward from Pensacola, and b
its dbanks some of the most 7
| scenes In the county.

Beautiful groves of oak
thick with long fastoons
mosas, line its shores, whils
| there one gets a glimpse of 2
home dotted along its shores

Holley is situated on a prominent
point. 20 miles from Pensacola, and I»
a village of about 200 Inhabitants, and
has a tri-weekly boat service to Pen
sa:cola.
| The Past Bay Transportation
pany operates the launch, Grand Rap
ids, and the schooner, Grady S, on ths
bay.

The Grand Rapids is s swift, full
cabin launch, fAtted with 80 h p. Wol-
verine engine, and is commandsed by
tha genial Capt. Lowery, with Chief
Colley as engineer. It makes (ripa to
Pensacola tlree times a wesk, leaving
Holley on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday, returning on Tuesday, Thurs-
day and Saturday. It is fitted up to
carrly passengers and freight. thus
giving East bay & splendid servcie

We have here g tri-wesakly mall
being carried by the United Statas
Miail lannch, Delmonica, with Capt
Anderson as commander and snginesr
The Delmonico has ths sams saheduis
as the Grand Rapids
| MHarper is situsted at the axtramse
| head of Easxt bay, and while It is
not a8 desirably located as Holisy, 1t
| does a thriving buysiness.

The National Forest Station=s is
| cated here, with Mr. W, W. Day
ranger. He has a pretty home nea
| Harper, where the *“stars and stripas
(continually fluttering in the bresaze
1rem1uds one that we ara still

“Land of the Free and the Home

the Brava”
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~ NATURES

FLOWS DAILY 288,600 GALLONS OF
| HIGHLY MEDICATED WATER,
AND EFFECTS SOME WONDER-
FUL CURES—REMAINED IN THE
M'DAVID FAMILY FOR A CEN-
TURY.
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l new, modern 40-room hotel, and num-

cottages have been built, and

are located the
Springs. famed for their cures of
1kind's

H 1

erous
ere
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| m= ills.
+ Bryan,
Bryan, of Pensacola, is In personal
charge. The springs, which had re-
mained In t} MacDavid family or
| more than a hundred yesars, having re-

| 3
| cent’y came Into the
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vou three miles down & beau- |

Chumuckla Min- |

of Dr.!

GIFT TO MAN

l

| Bryan,
| to a most satisfactory
CeEE.
Chumuckla
| 288,000 gallons
wnter, and is surrounded ! fina flsh-
r'in,r: and hunting and camping grounds
{ amid the healthful piney woods of
| Florida.
| Dr. Sunday, an colonist. was
| the first physician usa this water
in his practice, his first successes dat-
| ing back to the year 1827. Sinca than
| sach year people hava the
[ hablt of camping
rhr‘!ngin: with them thelr
| noting some remarkable results
from.
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Leading Tragic Mean—Did you sSes
how 1 paralyzed the audience in the
death scene? Thev were crying all
over the house! Stage Manager—3 an,
| they knew you weren't really dead—
Tit-Blts.

Political Activity.

What principal activities of the offi-
clal peosition friend ocoupies?
“Thos« involved in onto
replied Senator Sorghum.—Washingte:

our

holding it

| Star.

Conditional.

I don't object to a man tellin® all
knows,” said Uncle Eben, “if he sure
enough an" honestly knows all he tells
—Washington Star.

e

Minister—I=s this yvour birthday, 1
tle man? Willie—No, sir; 1 was barn
the second. Minister—Of what? Wil-
He—Triplets—Yala Record

THINK IT OVER
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Life Insurance is often the

| Only thing a
His Family

man /eaves

]nsure.

Consult
A. M. BRASWELL, Agent
outhern States Life

\ /nsurance

MILTON,

You .

Company

FLORIDA.




